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BRIEF HISTORY OF RENMARK

Although there were other white setilers in the area pricr to their
arrival, the Chafley brothers are honoured as rs of
Aermark, The Canadian-bom George and  William Chatfey
were invited fo Australia to create an imigation colony at
Mildura. The project was delayed due to poliical disputes
and in the meantima an agreament for the establishment of
augsinigaﬁun colony at Renmark was signed on 14th Feb
18T,

30,000 acres from the Bookmark Station lease was granied o
the Chaffey's on which to build the new colony. Vineyards and
fruit blocks slowly emerged throughout the district.

In 1883, the Renmark Imigation Trust was established fo supphy
wiater to tha growers and in the aary vears, it also played a role
in the administration and goveming of the settlemeant. Initially,
Renmark was almost a prohibifion sstliement but on 3rd
March 1897 a liguor Boense was granted 1o the Renmark
Hotel and it bacama the first community owned holel in tha
Commonwealth and was administered by a trust.

During its brisf hi , Renmark has witnessed many changes.
Oince, it played a major role as a por for paddle-steamers, wntil
tha introduction of the ralway signaled the and of the mer rade
gra. The ralway was, in tum, made redundant with the
advent of the prime-movers 1o ransport freight.

The towmship has survived memorable fioods, such as in 1956;
hts in 1914 and 2007 - 2010, storms and threat of
res. All of thessa in jusi over a ona hundred years.

In recant years, the focus of tha area has once in retumied
io thi rivier with a growth im tourism and usage Erl;?atl'l& river for
waler activiies and recreational purposes. Future develop-
ments have considered the tourism potantial in the area by
including features such as accommodation and recreational
faciities & activities.

The Renmark Paringa Council continues io support the
importance al our growing lounst industry by oparating tha
Renmark Paringa Visitor Information Centre.

This drive has beaen designed for completion either in
gections or as a whole. The length of the drive Is
approximately 43 km plus optional drive to Cooltong.

We hope you enjoy your drive!

Start: When lsaving the Visitor Informalion Centre, furn night
oo Pyap Streel. Continwe fo Sturt Highway.

{1} Renmark Paringa Councll Chambers built in 2007
at a cost of 3.8 milion dollars. This was built free of
dabt to the rate payers. Tha land is whera the old
Railway Station was situated. The first train to arive
in Renmark was in 1927 on January 31, the same
day the FParinga Bridge was opened. The last steam
frain W be used was on August 27th and 28th 1977.
The last diesel train was on 21% May 1982 and the
station operated only as a depot untl July 1985

wihen it was closed altogether, Turn right, proceed
along Sturt Highway and to the left

{2} SES and Fire Station was situated in 18" street
next to the Meals on Whesls building until this new
building was erecled in 2003 Tum left at Renmark
Avenue.

(3 Darnley Taylor Park and skate-park (Slop) was
opened in 2004, Damley Taylor was the Managing
Director of the local newspaper The Murray Ploneer’
and a Councillor for the Renmark Paringa Council for
many years. He died suddenly al the age of 64.
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Renmark Shopping Plaza ([Stop) was only
completed in Nowember 2007. Here stood the
Rivardand Fruit Co-op. It closed down in 2001.
Continuing along Renmark Avenue.

Dyer's Transport Pty. Ltd. had its beginnings in
1924 with only two trucks, carting wood to Angove's
Winery and carting fruit. The freight service now
runs 30 trucks, Continue along Renmark Avenue.

G.J. Dix & Sons was originally a packing shed and

started in 1508, 1§ wasn't until the late 1920's that it
becama an engineerng fim. Conlinuve along
Renmark Avenue.

Renmano Winery started as Renmark Growers'
Distillery in 1916, It was purchased by 130
fruit-growers (approximata). The intake was aboul
1,000 tons of fret and was processed into spints. All
operations closed in Ranmark in 2007 and is now a
part of B.R.L. Hardy (Berri Estates) in Berr. Torn
left onto Twenty Third Streef to Plush's Bend.

Plush’s Bend {Stop] is a camping ground
(maximum stay s 7 nights). Turn back onfo
Twenty Third Street, then turn left onfo Mooma
Street.

Ruston's Roses (Sfop) is a stunning rose centre
where cut roses are exporied all over Australia.
There are 27 acres with 50,000 rose bushes and
4 000 varietias. Theare s a collection of Classic
Vintage Cars for viewing, a beautiful gift shop and
café. Twurn back Twenty Third Streat, furn
left and continue along Renmark Avenue.

Bookmark Creek this feed channel on the river flals
near the bridge clearly shows the damage o tha
environs caused by sall waler. Proceed along
Renmark Avenue unifil you reach rusty wrought
fron gates, 2kms on left.

‘Bangalore” the home of Colonel Arthur Morant who
arrived in Renmark in 1880 and purchasad 100
acres of cleared land. The house was built in the
1890°s and is heritage listed (private property).
Proceed along Renmark Avenue. On your left is
Renmark Golf & Country Club & on your right is
Almond Co.

Almond Co. (Stop af the Almond Hut) this is a 60
year ald company but has been in Renmark since
1984, 8,000 tons of Almonds are processed each
vear, Tumn back towards Renmark, proceed lo
Industry Road and turn left.

Kahlon Winery (Stop) established in 2004, 3,000

tons of grapes are crushed each year. Wine tasting

of ‘Long Tail’ brand wine is available and scld at the

cellar door.  Turn back along Industry Road to
Renmark Avenue, then turn heff.

Bredl's Wonderworld of Wildlife (Stop) in 1957,
Hungarian bom Joe Bredl bagan keaping snakes as
a hobby, Due to public interest this hobby expanded
into a zoo. The existing premises slared in 1977
In1986, the park received world recognition for
breeding in captivity, the first Parantiea Monitor
(Goanna). Procesd along Renmark Avenue.
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‘Wonga Wonga' was built in 1930 and was the home
of Mr. T.M. Prcé who was bom in 1889 and was the
son of one of Renmark's first settlers. The 12 roomed
house was siluated on 30 acres of vines and paaches.
Mr Prica resided hare until 1986. He owned 12 shops
in Renmark, 120 acres of citrus and apricots in what is
called the ‘60 fool" area and was chaiman of the
Iigation Trust from 18957 - 66. Confinve slong
Renmark Avenue.

Mallee Estate [Stop) have had vineyards since 1369
and have been wine makers since 1998. These
cellars have only been open since 2005. Opening
hours are from Wed - Sun 10.30 am - 5 pm. Procesd
along Renmark Avenue towards Renmark.

Olivewood Historic Homestead & Museum (Stop)
purchased by tha MNational Trust in 1979. |15 the ariginal
home of Charles Chaffey and was built in 1889, 1t is
built of native pine timber in an American log cabin
design. The home has 10 rooms and is on 13 hectares
of crange and olive trees. The driveway is lined with
herilage listed palm frees. The Chaffey Brothers were
commissionaed by the South Australlan Govemnmeant 1o
establish the first imigation system in Australia. There
is also a wvery interesting museum worlth  visiting.
Proceed along Renmark Avenue towards Renmark
on the left is a cream building.

{18) Wood Son Seary Ltd. In 1935 Mr. R. K. Wood and

Mr. E.M. Seary formed an assoclation which came out
of interest in the area of G. Wood Son & Co. fruit
mearchants of Adelaide since 1854, The buiking was
sold in 1985 and is now a commeancial warghousa,

Optional: When leaving Olivewood Histonc Homestead & Mu-
seum turm et out of the car park to continue fourist dhive o
Angove Family Winemakears., Opposite the car park nolice the
house with the green roal
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Chaffey's Workman's House Thomas Madigan built
his house opposite 'Olivewood’ on 20 acres of land
with the first front rooms built of bluastone with pug
and straw being wused instead of cement. The
remainder of the building was built of pine. The
property was bordered along Renmark Avenug by a
large Moss Rose hedge which was uprooled whan
the Fountain Garden Motel was built in 1963,
Thomas Madigan's son, Geologist Professor Cecil
Thomas Madigan was born in the house in 1BB3,
Thomas's wife was a school teacher who conduciad
lessons in her home during Renmark's formulative
years. In 1813, George Dix who then owned the
home, removed the timber rooms and rebuilt them in
bluestone io match the remainder of the house.
Proceed along Twenty First Street to Bookmark
Avenuve. Turn left to Angove Family Winemakers.

Angove Family Winemakera [(Stop) was the first
winary in the Riverland. Dr. W. Angove made his first
wine when he thought that the patients from his Tea
Trea Gully practice in Adelaide would banaefit from it
His eldest son, Thomas Angove, established Angove's
distilary and processing housa in 1910, in Renmark.
Then Angove's began planting their own vines in 1968
al Paringa. IM 13986, the Manya Vineyard became the
largest single vineyard in Australia. The range of
winas produced al the winery are axportad around the
world.  Angove's have won particular acclaim for
thair St Agnes Brandy. Turn left at entrance, a few
yards up [opposite Angove's) proceed down Efi
wanda St, turn right onto Kuikyne 5t on the lefi.
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Kulkyne Hall the building at left has had many
purposes.  Built im 1818, it was used by 5t
Augustine’s Church of England Grammar School
until 18927, The Gresk Orhodox Church used this
hall urtil their own church bullding was built in 1970.
Continue along Kulkyne 5if fwn left onfo
Cucamunga Street and then turn right into
Tarcoola Street.

The Union Church was built in 1919 where
Methodist and Congregationalists met for many
years. A porch was added and later a Sunday
School and Kindergarten room was added to the
original building. The church iz still used by the
Uniting Church., Confinuwe along fo the school on

the right.

Renmark West Primary School was known as the
‘sutback school and is the second cldest department
school in Renmark., |11 had 54 students when it
opened in 1912, Renmark West School began as a
‘supplementary’ school (an annexe of Renmark
Primary) on 5th February 1912 and as such, had no
head teacher. Il closed afler only 2 weeks as thera
were too many students to allow it to operate as a
supplementary school. On 3rd March 1912, Mr
Goldsworthy was appointed as head teacher and the
school bacame operational again. Tha schoaol was
also used as a Sunday School in its early days. In
2008, 178 students atiended ihe school. Proceed
along Tarcoola St turn left onto Ontario and then
right onto Chowilla St.

Agriexchange the Weigall family built a packing
ghed to cater for the needs of growears and markets.
Successful management and marketing allowed
theam to expand and merge with other smaller
packing sheds. In 1883, Yandilla Park was formed
when Weigall's merged with the cilrus growing
company EAC Investments Py Lid to become one of
Augtralia’s largest citrus growing, packing and
marketing companies and was the first in Australia to
garm Federal Government Slatus under the
Australian Quality Assuranca (ACA) Scheme. It is
now known as Agriexchange. Confinue along
Chowilla to Chino Street. Turn right to the
lookout fower.

Renmark Rotary Look-out Tower (Stop) is situated
on Renmark's highest point. 1t was erected in 1961
by the Renmark Rolary Club, When facing the river,
cne can see the cliff top homes of Paringa on the
right and to the lefl is the soldier sefilement area of
Cooltong. Continue along Chino Streal, furm right
towards Renmark to the McCormick Cenire for
the Environment on the left,

Optional drive to Cooltong: Tum left along Ral Ral Ave
towards Cooltong. An ex-servicemen's setffement eslabiizhed
alter the Second World War, the Dlockies’ hved in Missen Huls
on their biocks watl thair homes were Dwll.  Approximarely 7
km. If taking this drive, on refuming to Remmark along Aal Ral
Ave turm left infe Warrego Street.

Renmark Morth School in Oclober 1924, following
the seftlement of Returmed Soldiers and their
families on Block E lands, tha fwst school af
Renmark Morth was opened., For four years this
school was hald in the Church of England Mission
Hut before a new building was opened in 1928,
Further addiions have been made to the school.
200 siudents attended the school in 2008,



Turn back and proceed to Ral Ral Avenue, turn leff and
drive fowards Renmark.

(26) McCormick Centre for the Environment (Stop) is a

{27)
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52 million dollar public facility designed ko support
anvironmental education and research, nature based
tourism and to serve the community as a unigue
resource. Open fo vigitors 10am - 4pm Monday -
Friday. Next door fo the McCormick Cenire.

Old High School the Chaffey Brothers designated
some acres in their plan for Renmark for an Agricul-
tural College. Unfortunately these ‘college’ blocks
wara allocated to private owners by the time the
school was established on 3rd February 1925, The
school began in the hall at the show grounds wntil
1927, when the land on Ral Ral Avenus was
purchased from the District Council. The school
contained sports fiekds, vinevards and orchards. In
1878, the High School was relocaled fo its prasant
position in Thurk Street due to a rapid increase in
enralments. The old High School is now used for the
local wood working group.  Proceed along Ral Ral
Avenue over the bridge (Bookmark Creek) on
right.

Renmark Paringa District Hospital Renmark’s first
hospital was a coltage hospital built in 20th Street in
1898 but as it had lithe use it was sold and converted
intp pickers gquarters. The Renmark & Paringa
District Hospital was openad in March 1915 after an
interval of some years withouwt adequate hospital
faciliies. The cost of building tha main bospital
block was £5008, The hospital now consists of three
main sections; tha general hospital, the nursing
home (bullt in 1973) and the hostel (built in 1986). A
maximum of 17 patients are catered for at the
hospital and 35 patients in the nursing home and 54
in the hostel. Next door to the hospital on lefi.

Riverside Estate (Alternative Life Style Village)
Murray Dver Ave is a new complaex which continues
to develop. On the right are the football ovals &
swimming pool. Turn right onto Cowra Street.

Renmark Swimming Centre The first swimming
pool called the E.E. Barber Memorial Pool was
apaned in 1833 behind the Renmark Paolica Station
and closad in 1975 whan tha new swimming centra
opened. Proceed along Cowra Street.

Renmark Bowling Club was formed in 1935
opposite the hatal but later moved to this site in
1873, Turn right onto Seventeenth Streef.

Chaffey Theatre cpened in May 1984 and was
refurbished in 2008. It is stale funded and managed
by Country Arts SA, The sealing capacity is 494,
Most antartainment was conducted in tha Institute
prior o the Chaffey Theatre. Twrn right on exit
from the Chaffey Theatre car park. At Thurk
Streel turn right passing TAFE 5A on your right.

{33) Renmark High School in 1975 the school reached

an all time high for enrolments at the old location of
838 studants. In 18978, the school moved mio the
towm as part of the Education Complex. In 2008, 580
students attended the high school. Turm left onto
Eighteenth Streetl.

()

(35)

(36)

(37)

(38)

(39)

(40)

Renmark Primary School the original Town School
opened in 1887 in a wood & iron building on the cor-
ner of Renmark Avenue and Fourteenth Street with
only 16 children. In 1883, a stone school building
and residence was eracted on Eighteanth Strest,
The average attendance that year was 75 students.
In 2008, thara wara 307 Primary anfolmeants and 170
Junicr Primary enrolments.  Turn left onte Murtho
Street and confinue to Ral Ral Avenue, turn laft.
Drive along Ral Ral Avenue and then right onfo
Cowra Streef. Continue down as far as the Water
Treatmant Plant on the left [opposite 10th & Sth
Streets).

This area was known as "Bag Town' People lived in
bagged houses painted with Calciming and dirt floors
in tha very early days of Renmark. Continue on
past the Water Treatment Flant into the ‘Jane
Eliza’ Estale.

The ‘Jane Ellza Estate’ is a housing development
and was startad in 1988 by the Showeall family and
was reclaimed land. It has bean built one metre
abova the 1956 flood levael. Twrn onio First Streest
on left and follow Meander Avenue around unbil
you reach Jame Eliza Avenue and tumn right.
Continue along and turn left onfo Tenth Street.

The wood and iron cottages in this area were built
around 1805, Turn right onto Thurk Streel.

St Joseph's Catholic School was opened in 1815
in the Catholic Church Hall on Ral Ral Avenua. Up
until 1968, the school held classes for Primary and
Secondary students. The enrolments for this schoal
are between 135-220. Continue to Ral Ral Avenue.

2t Therega Cathollc Church the first Cathalic
Church 'St Columba’s’ was a wood and iron building
believed to have been erected in the 1880's. The
parish was officially established in 1914,  Prasbytery
on the right was opened in 1926 and in 1841 the
present church was built on the site of the wood and
iron building, which stood for 50 years. Tuen left
along Ral Ral Avenue.

Masonic Lodge the Renmark Masonic Lodge MNo.
55 was consecrated in 1905. The first building was
complatad on its prasent site in 1917 with axtansions
made in 1933, Proceed along Ral Ral Avenue,

{41) “The Murray Pioneer' newspapsar was established in

(42}

1882, For the first two vears the newspaper was a
chromograph production printed from a hand written
original. In 1834, it became a lype-printed papar and
the letter press method was used up until 1878, It
has bean in the Taylor family since 1905, Tum
right, crossing over Ral Ral Avenue proceed
along Murtho Street to 177 Sixteenth Sireet.

The Frank Harding Collection (Stop) featuring a
BOD square ft. ceiling mural depicting Ausiralia's
mast famous bush-rangers. Frank Harding (279735
- 18/2/80) sarvad in tha 5A Police until 1975 whan
he left to paint for a living. Since then his works in
pen, ink, cils and egg tempera have been exhibited
throughout Australia and Overseas, A most unique
collection of Australian history, art and mamarabiia.
There is also 7O paintings of Aviation Combat during
WWII signed by the individual pilols who flew the
planes. (To arrange a visit, phone B586 EI72).



