TODAY ...

The PS Industry is open for inspection between the following hours:

Monday - Friday 9.00am - 4.30pm
Saturday 9.00am - 3.30pm
Sunday 10.00am - 3.30pm

Steaming days are held on the first Sunday of each month, Long
Weekends and selected days throughout the year. PS Industry
Charters by arrangement.

Bookings or Inquiries may be made at the Renmark Paringa Visitor
Information Centre on 08 8586 6704 during normal office hours.

Normal Cruise times are 11.00am and 1.30pm. Fares include a 90
minute cruise, commentary and morning / afternoon tea.

Adult $20.00
Children (5 - 13 Years Old) $10.00
Concession Holders $15.00

Family (2 Adults & 3 Children) $40.00

The times and dates are subject to alteration due to weather, river
conditions or unforeseen circumstances.
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Contact Details
Renmark Paringa Visitor Information Centre
84 Murray Avenue Renmark SA 5341

Phone: 08 8586 6704
Fax: 08 8586 5444
E-mail: tourist@renmarkparinga.sa.gov.au
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PS INDUSTRY

The P.S. Industry was built in Goolwa and commissioned
in January 1911 as a workboat for the SA Engineering &
Water Supply Department. During her work life, the
vessel played a major role in keeping the river open for
traffic by removing snags and later in the construction of
locks and weirs.

During the 1956 flood the PS Industry ‘stood by’ with
steam up for several days ready for any emergency
during those critical days of the flood when a total
evacuation of Renmark appeared imminent.

In 1968, the P.S. Industry was decommissioned
following 60 years of service with the E & WS and
following a submission to the Premier, Hon. Don
Dunstan, the Corporation of the Town of Renmark was
allocated the Steamer to be used as an Historic Museum.
In 1973, a basin to house the vessel was constructed
alongside the Renmark Irrigation Trust’s Pumping
Station. The PS Industry opened as a static museum in
1975.

During this time, the vessel proved a popular tourist
attraction, however in the late 1980’'s the move to
restore her to working condition began to gather
momentum.

In June 1990, a public meeting was held to gauge the
level of interest in the restoration of the P.S. Industry
and through this meeting a Friends of the P.S. Industry
group was formed to oversee the restoration of the
vessel.

THE STORY SO FAR

During that time the PS Industry appeared as Lady
Mabel in the television series ‘The River Kings’, which
was adapted from Max Fatchen’s well read novel. The
membership base had swelled to 100 and the vessel
had undertaken extensive trips to Loxton, Goolwa and
Morgan.

Following complications in early 1994, the Friends of
the PS Industry and Corporation of Renmark
approached the Minister for Transport with regard to
securing a loan for final restoration work of the vessel.
This would enable the PS Industry to gain its survey
standard which was so integral to its operation as a
passenger vessel.

What following was almost a year of hard work by
volunteers to bring the vessel to survey standard.
Modifications such as, replacing steering chains below
deck and reinforcing windows were long term jobs
done with the assistance of volunteers.

On 16th July 1995, the Minister for Transport Ms
Diana Laidlaw re-commissioned the P.S. Industry as
an historic passenger type vessel. Since then, the
Friends of the P.S. Industry have worked hard to
repay their loan to the State Government (which was
due to be repaid by 2004) through running cruises
and taking charters.

It will be largely thanks to the efforts of many
volunteers and community sponsors that the P.S.
Industry will be able to be enjoyed by many more
generations of Australian’s.




